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(A)mong these the two first, Kuni-toko-tachi and Omotari
no Mikoto, who represent respectively the moon and the sun,
constituted the real source of creative power. Omiki differs
from the orthodox Shinto writers, both as to the names and sex
of these deities, but the pressure of public opinion had led to
a revision of the original teaching in the interest of orthodoxy.
After a time Izanami-no-Mikoto gave birth to 999,999 pigmies

six-tenths of an inch in height. These in the course of ninety-
nine years grew to be four inches tall. They were followed
by an equal number which grew to be five inches tall. Then
Izanami died in great joy, because she saw in this advance
the promise of a future race of men of five foot stature the
fulfillment of the creative purpose. At this point, the direct
agency of the Gods appear to have ceased, and similar pigmies
of gradually increasing size were born in groups of ten, and
later on in pairs. By this time the stature had become three
feet. Thence the evolution went on until man reached his
normal height and the world its present aspect. (Z® 10 D
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