WENBRICHDKEH (4)

The Church at Home and Abroad ( 2)

BOE L ARATAERE
BLt &17 Takayuki Onoue

ailEl (2024 fF4 H5) K5l E#Hi &, 7 AU AT General
Assembly of The Presbyterian Church A%§{7 L T\ 7z A&t
IThe Church at Home and Abroad) Vol.XVI. No.94, (October
1894) ITHBIE NI KBBIC RIS B atid 2 R TV E W,
AiE TR RHEDOBIEDNBNSNTWED, BHICAB L
BMEEOKFICOVWTHEIM TS, X9, “In their wor-
ship, they rely a great deal upon noise, using the drum, fife and
shamisen, accompanied by the dance.” ("N 5D DI, K
g i ZERERZ DD o THIS e, JERICEEZ LW,) Ll
WBLU T3, Z LT, “They teach the defilement of sin and the
necessity of spiritual purification.” CRETIXFEICKBHENE
Kb DB 2 < ) EFIBH L7z LT, “The most usual
prayer to their god, Tenrio, is ashiki wo harei (take away my
sins). As they repeat this, the hands are turned, palms outward,
and pushed forward, as though pushing the sin away. Then
the hands are reversed palms inward, and drawn towards the
breast, while the prayer kigomi tamae, (make me clean) is re-
peated many times.” (%5 DHHT >V A—~D T < HEWEHT
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FBRORE T 7250 U T B sUEIER I BRI,
RIBHODBLRICDOWTIE, “The Tenrikyo is sanctioned by
the Government as a branch of Shinto, but it has met with op-
position, and persecution, from the Buddhist priests whose
prestige suffers on account of it.” CREEZIIMED—IkRE LT
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It will be a matter of surprise to many that a religion
founded upon such a low grade of superstitious stories
could get any hold in Japan. But it is a fact that a large
mass of the people have come into very slight contact, if
any, with the new civilization that has been at work for two
or three decades. The majority of farmers and ignorant
people are practically in the same state of civilization
that they have known for hundreds of years. They are
industrious, honest and fearfully superstitious. (£ < D A%
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Is this a beginning of the gradual disintegration of the
old faiths of Japan? Many of the new religions of India
are so interpreted. There is little doubt that Buddhism is
losing its hold on the confidence of the people, because of
the immorality of the priesthood. The low state of morals
is lamented all over the country. The Tenrikyo seems to
be an attempt at a moral reformation. Has it risen through
dissatisfaction with Buddhism? Will the dissatisfaction
continue to deepen, and the breach to widen? (Z4&H
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Is there not an important field among this class of
people for Christian work? So far Christian propagation
has been carried on largely in the great middle class,
beginning with the Shizoku and students, and more or less
among merchants and soldiers. But comparatively little has
been done among the agricultural and lower classes. Here
is a great population ready and waiting for the Gospel. (F
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