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It is generally assumed that Indian concept of the body

is basically connected with religious practices as witnessed
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by yoga and other bodily cultivation related to monastic
discipline. This paper provides another perspective on Hindu
ideas of judicial body. Using Dharmasastras as examples, it
investigates problems of ordeal (divya) as explicated in these
sacred texts. As Xuanzang ( 3&8E | 602-664) is most likely
to be the first foreign witness of this Indian judicial trial, this
paper compares what is depicted in his Datang Xiyuji (X
PElkEL) with that of Dharmasastras to pinpoint how divya is
properly conducted in the medieval court of India.

This presentation then endeavors to make a comparative
study of ordeal as judicium Dei, especially ordeal by fire and
water also existed in medieval Europe. This may not be a sheer
coincidence but has much to do with some distinguishing
features of Indo-European society. The cultural context of
Indo-European ordeal is further explored. Finally, socio-
religious background to ordeal in medieval Europe and India
is examined to make sense of this shared yet “disreputable”

practice.
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