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Chuichi Fukaya — Opening Words: The Olympics and the 
Second Shinbashira

Shozen Nakayama, the second Shinbashira, was active not only 
in having judo and volleyball become official sports of the Tokyo 
Olympics, but also in nurturing leading athletes and instructors 
from foreign countries for many years. And today, such efforts have 
become the basis for the popularity of Japan’s judo in two hundred 
countries worldwide and the catalyst for volleyball and many other 
sports to become accepted as an Olympic women’s sports. 

The 2012 London Olympics is the first Olympic in history to see 
female athletes converge from all two hundred and four participating 
countries and participate in all competitions. Also, it was the first 
Olympic in which all of the men’s gold medals were won by non-
Japanese athletes. The wonderful result, demonstrating that “anyone 
can participate and anyone can become the winner,” achieved by the 
London Olympic, permeated beyond the stadium; we pray that we 
will be witness to a world in which everyone can march together, 
shoulder to shoulder, transcending differences in gender, color of 
skin, religion, ethnicity, nation, philosophy, and conviction. 

Harumichi Fukagawa — Historical Resources of Tenrikyo 
Overseas Mission (31) Historical Resources of the Manchurian 
Mission [15]

The year 1940 began with a flourish, with over twenty people 
gathering together on January 3 for the grand service at the fellow-
ship. Yoshihara’s intentions for the year was to continue as before, 
carrying out his initial resolve, desiring nothing, and enjoying his 
spiritual growth while seeking further hardship. In May, he partici-
pated in the building of a shrine in Lushun, and in June and August, 
he traveled to Hsinking to assist in the building of a national memo-
rial building. In September, he went to Harbin and Tenri Village, 
located in its vicinity, as a guide to Kikuchi, who came to visit in a 
missionary tour of Manchuria. With the announcement of the Reli-
gious Corporation Law, it became necessary to submit a fellowship 
opening application together with a permit to conduct overseas mis-
sion; thus, he returned to the Jiba in October for the Church Head-
quarters’ Grand Service. 

Ichiro Soda — Histories of the Tenrikyo Mission (9) Tenrikyo in 
Shikoku

There are four prefectures in Shikoku. From the perspective of 
missionary history, there is a clear division, where the mission in the 
eastern half of Tokushima and Kagawa Prefectures was led by Muya 
Grand Church and its affiliates while the mission in the western half 
of Kochi and Ehime Prefectures was led by Kochi Grand Church 
and its affiliates. 

The basis for this development was that the mission begun 
by Unosuke Tosa and leading to the founding of Muya Grand 
Church quickly spread throughout the entire region of Tokushima 
Prefecture and then spread to Kagawa Prefecture, located to its 
north. Also, the mission from Kochi Grand Church, founded by 
Kikutaro Shimamura, rapidly spread throughout Kochi Prefectures 
and then spread to Ehime Prefecture to its north. One reason is that 
the faith spread quickly throughout each of the prefectures. The 
other reason is that the border of Kochi and Tokushima Prefectures 
is defined by a high-rising mountain range, and very little means for 
transportation, other than by foot, existed during the Meiji to Taisho 
periods when the faith spread quickly. 

That is, the mission from Muya Grand Church, originating 
in Tokushima Prefecture, spread widely throughout Tokushima 
and Kagawa but rarely crossing over to the Kochi Prefecture; 
and likewise, the mission from Kochi Grand Church, driven by a 
strong missionary zeal, spread rapidly through Kochi and Ehime 
Prefectures but did not cross over to the Tokushima Prefecture side. 

These are believed to be the key factors. 

Koji Fukaya –A Growth of Faith through Ofudesaki (5) 
Ofudesaki Part 1: 7-9

Among the 7th, 8th and 9th verses, while the 7th and 9th show 
the process of things, which is that when God teaches the truth, 
the minds of people will become spirited, and then when their 
minds become spirited, there shall be rich harvests and prosperity 
everywhere. That is to say, the things that “God teaches,” “people’s 
minds become spirited,” and “there shall be rich harvests and 
prosperity” go along in a connected way step by step. On the other 

hand, verse 8 shows God’s motivation to encourage the process 
rather than the process itself. God is in haste to save people. But 
if so, the term “step by step” in the 9th verse does not seem to be 
consistent with the expressions that show God’s feelings, namely 
“haste” or “quickly.” In sum, while God is in haste to save people, 
things go step by step. Why do things not go “quickly”? 

Here, considering that terms of “haste,” “quickly,” or “step by 
step” are associated with a concept of time, we need to think of the 
manner in which we imagine time. When we think of time, we often 
take a concept of “line,” or “timeline.” According to Maki Yusuke, 
a Japanese sociologist, that kind of imagination of time is not 
universal, rather deeply connected to the specific social structure, 
“modernity.” For example, some tribes take the concept of time that 
“repeats,” which means that it is not “ten days” but “the same day” 
that repeats ten times. In that sense of time, there is no “future” 
that extends ahead infinitely, nor “past” that disappears and never 
get back. Rather, a pile of the “past” becomes the “presence” that 
extends a little as the “future.” 

From this viewpoint of time, “step by step” does not necessarily 
means a process that we go in a linear concept of time, but might 
express a way to “pile up” the events that occur in past(s), even 
though it does not go “quickly,” which suits our sense of time that is 
embedded in modern society.

Midori Horiuchi — Connecting “Life”: The Phenomenon of 
Life and Death (9) How Can We Come to Terms with Death [7]

“Preparatory education for death” is also an “education on life 
by reflecting on death.” Rather than distancing children from the 
death of someone close, preparatory education for death should be 
held at both the family and school, as appropriate to the maturity of 
the children. Also, prison counselors have noted that the bizarre and 
shortsighted violence committed by the youth of today originates from 
the weakening of religious thought and the absence of a mindset that 
we “are given life” through support from other people. Therefore, for 
adults and children confronting life and death within the family and 
society enables one to learn about the dignity of life and also leads to 
avoiding deaths “that can be avoided.” That is, children learn to care 
for their own lives as well as for the lives of others. 

Takanori Sato — The Unexpected Effects the Radiation Leak 
Accident at the Fukushima No. 1 Plant (5) The Issues of 
Radiation Contamination among Fishes and Its Cleanup

On May 31, 2012, the Associated Press reported that the Korean 
government tightened its regulation concerning import of fishery 
from Japan. It reported that radioactive material was found in fishes 
from Hokkaido, Mie, Ehime, Nagasaki, and Kumamoto. The verac-
ity of the contents of the report cannot be confirmed, but if radioac-
tive elements were indeed found, it would indicate that fishes from 
a wide ranging area from Hokkaido to Kyushu have been contami-
nated. Even if the detected levels of radioactivity are minimal, if 
fish products from Nagasaki and Kumamoto have become objects of 
stricter regulation, it would imply regulatory change that would only 
fuel hearsay damage. 

The Fisheries Research Agency, an independent administrative 
corporation, making use of the Fisheries Agency’s 2011 secondary re-
vised budget, have announced an analysis of 2,284 specimen of fishes 
and seeweeds. According to this report, the level of radioactive cesium 
found in small fishes living in the ocean surface, such as sand lance and 
whitebait, as well as clams such as Ezo abalone, and seaweeds such 
as arame have been following a downward trend since the beginning 
of measurement tests; however, while there are species indicating a 
downward trend in cesium contamination level, such as yellow striped 
flounder, there are also bastard halibut and slime flounder caught off-
shore from Fukushima Prefecture that indicate a consistent and some-
times high levels of contamination. In either case, we cannot conclude 
that fundamental improvements were found in the contamination levels 
of ocean fisheries. However, since there are improvements depending 
upon fish types and ocean areas, we need to become informed of the 
details and enjoy the fishes that we can indeed consume.

Masahiko Okada — “Human Being” and “Religion” in the 
Contemporary World (6) Humans and the Calculation Machine: 
The Turing Test

In a paper published in 1950, Alan Turing, known as one of the 
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