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(From page 13)

accelerated its probe of the leak, and on May 25, 2012, the
steward to the pope was arrested. Taking this incident as a
catalyst, the pope has been seeking to reform the various in-
stitutions within the Vatican. This reform concerns the re-
examination of the various bureaucracies within the Vatican
and the reform of the council. These changes are informed by
the thought that as Catholicism reaches areas throughout the
world and its activities develop globally, the Vatican council
and the various bureaucracies must also become globalized.

Masahiko Okada — “Human Being” and “Religion” in the
Contemporary World (5) Do Androids Dream of Electric
Sheep?

About thirty years ago, Blade Runner, a movie starring Harrison
Ford, depicted androids possessing the same (or even greater)
functions as a human beings in terms of cognitive and physical
capabilities; by doing so, it raised the question in an extremely
unique way of what “humans” are and where the human species is
headed.

In particular, in the climax scene depicted in the film but not in
the original book, there is particularly suggestive moment when the
android, who was being pursued, rescues the main character—the
bounty hunter—and, in the very next instant, comes to the end of
his life.

For some time, I will shift my perspective somewhat from
before by discussing the theme of “what it is to be human” through
the themes raised by this movie (and also its original book).

Norihito Nakao — Han Resources in Tenri University Sankokan
Museum Collection (2) Shop signs from Beijing [1]

This museum contains 136 items related to Chinese shop signs,
and most of these collected in Beijing in 1940. Today, many shop
signs seen along the streets contain names of the product and of the
store. These signs are known in Chinese as zhaopai. However, shop
signs in Beijing in the past did not contain any letters, and these

signs were called huangzi (also wangzi). Many of the shop signs in
the museum’s collection are huangzi.

The collection of the huangzi began through the suggestion of
the second Shinbashira, Shozen Nakayama. Nakayama instructed
Toki Fukuhara to collect the signs. However, he particularly
desired signs that had been actually used in stores rather than
brand new huangzi. After some trial and error, Fukuhara gained the
cooperation of an antique dealer and was able to collect 143 signs.
Later, some of these were lost but he also gained new ones, and as
of 2012, there are 136 signs in the collection.

Even globally, it is very rare to find huangzi collected within a
museum. Therefore, this collection in our museum can be regarded
as a valuable one. However, many huangzi remains intact in China
today; therefore, we can look forward to new discoveries in the
future.

Saburo Yagi — The Path Towards Normalization (6) Welfare
Conditions Abroad: Denmark [1]

Denmark is well-known as a large social welfare state and as
a leading state in terms of standard of living. According to “Ratio
of Tax Burden among OECD States,” Denmark was first at 69%.
Iceland was second at 58% and New Zealand was third at 54.8%.
Japan twenty-eighth at 24.6%. Also, in regard to surplus value tax
(consumption tax), the rate in Denmark is currently 25% while it is
5% in Japan.

On the other hand, the tax burden ratio and ratio for social
welfare, which combines the national and regional tax placed upon
the citizen’s income, stands at 71.7% in Denmark. In comparison,
it is 39.5% in Japan. In Denmark, each citizen contributes roughly
70% of his or her income as tax and is able to use the remaining
30% as freely disposable income. This is truly a high tax rate. In
Japan, a citizen will pay roughly 40% of income in tax and keep the
remaining 60% as disposable income. Japan is rated at “middle-range
tax burden” in terms of tax ratio, and thus allows a higher rate of
free use in comparison to Denmark.
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