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(from page 13)

The ideals of normalization, which first appeared as a law in
Denmark in 1953, are irreplaceable elements of today’s welfare for
people with disabilities. Also, the United Nations’ designation of
1981 as the International Year of Disabled Persons called attention to
the existence of the disabled, who had often been rendered invisible
in society; it also called for a society in which the disabled could
participate fully and equally in society.

Since the International Year of Disabled Persons, the ideals of
normalization have become the normative principle for the world’s
welfare for the disabled.

In this article, I will examine the activities of welfare for the
disabled based on the principles of normalization, and reflect upon
how we can envision human existence in our contemporary world
and the direction that we should take in the future for welfare for the
disabled.

Mari Namba — Tenri and Sports (Final) Tenri Sports Symposium
[12]

As a summary to the symposium, Chuichi Fukaya, the head of
the Oyasato Institute for the Study of Religion, commented, “I also
remember seeing access ramps on various buildings so that those with
disabilities can move about on their free will. In comparison to those
days, I believe that Japan is slowly coming closer to such a state. Today,
we have had various panelists speak from their individual perspectives.
I do think that we need to resolve more issues in panels such as this and
continue to tackle the mountain of issues that still remain.

All of us put into practice a way of life in which we can fully savor
the joy of being given life in this world, based on Oyasama’s teaching
that we are ‘all brothers and sisters.” Those with disabilities and those
without are given their circumstances to seek a world of Joyous Life
from their individual standpoint. Therefore, I hope to put into practice
the teachings of ‘all brothers and sisters’ so that we achieve a world of
Joyous Life from the manifold of conditions that we all bring.”
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