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Chuichi Fukaya — Opening Words: The Significance of the
Thoughtsfor the Homeland

I journeyed to the United States for the first time in a while,
in order to attend the installation service for the new bishop of
the Mission Headquarters in America. With the steady growth of
the young members, whose native language is English, I felt that
there was much to look forward to. On the other hand, I was told
by my Japanese friends who I had known for over fifty years that
they visit Japan every year and do not go a day without watching
television broadcast from Japan. Although they have achieved the
American dream, there is a part of them that does not let go of their
Japanese identity. It appears that they have not fully migrated to
the adopted country. I could see how deep their thoughts for their
homeland of Japan although they have permanently moved to the
United States and have placed themselves in the mainstream of
American society.

For missionaries to completely cut off their thoughts for the
homeland and become a part of their new country, there must be a
deep psychological process that those who live in their homelands
cannot imagine. How much sympathy can the mother organization
that initially sent the missionary have for such sentiment? I was
reminded once again that this is a critical element of consideration
for the future of the overseas mission.

Mikio Yasui — Short History of Tenrikyo Theology (57) Shoji
Family Manuscripts[2]

The manuscript titled “Besseki Ohanashi kokoro hikae”
(Attitude for the Besseki lecture) is a treatise that taught the proper
mindset for those who were to listen to the Besseki lecture for the
first time. It is worth noting that, in it, it makes it clear that those
in church leadership positions are to be considered the parent and
elders. Further, it is emphasized that words and action must match
and the pivotal point of the doctrine is the teaching of “a thing lent,
a thing borrowed.” Moreover, it notes that among the ten divine
gods, Kunitokotachi-no-Mikoto and Omotari-no-Mikoto are the
twin elements of the true God the Parent and that the other gods are
merely the instruments of God the Parent.

Harumichi Fukagawa — Historical Resources of Tenrikyo
Overseas Mission (9) Historical Resources of the Shanghai
Mission [9]

There was an increase in activities responding to the political
crisis, and even in Shanghai, a Tenrikyo doctrinal seminar was
held in September of 1940. Also during this month, the Mission
Headquarters received a notice from its landlord to move out of the
premise. Thus, in the autumn of 1940, the Mission Headquarters of
Shanghai began the process of purchasing a property. The Nanjing
Branch Center of the Mission Headquarters of Shanghai purchased
service artifacts, remodeled and added space to its building while
also preparing to open a medical treatment center on its property.
Also, the decision was made to upgrade its status from Nanjing
Branch Center to Mission Headquarters of Central China, and
an enshrinement ceremony was held in March of 1942 with the
presence of the second Shinbashira, Shozen Nakayama.

Akira Kaneko — A Study on Overcoming a Critical View of
Religion, as Found in Today’s Society (21) Merits and Crimes
of “ Greatness’

It was Albert Schweitzer’s tragedy that, while eliminating
dogma and authority from his conceptual world, he became
dogma and authority itself in the practical world due to his great
achievements. At his hospital, everything had to be carried out
according to his style of operation, given his absolute authority.
The greater the master is, the greater the tendency for the disciples
to become worshippers and adulators. No matter what kind of
organization or group, with the death of an great leader, there is
always a tendency for something like this. Religious organization
is the group that has the greatest tendency to follow this pattern.

Takanori Sato — The Environmental Study of “Oneness in
Two” (34) Livestock as “Market animals” as Reconfirmed
through the Foot-and-M outh Disease Crisis[1]

On May 18 of this year, various media outlets announced

simultaneously that the foot-and-mouth disease had struck the
livestock in Miyazaki Prefecture. In the town of Kawaminami,
where the contagion was concentrated, disinfectant was sprayed
through farm gates and upon throughway streets. And on the same
day, Governor Hideo Higashikokubaru announced an emergency
situation. This crisis came to an end at midnight of July 27. During
this crisis, roughly 289,000 horses and pigs were slaughtered and
their corpses buried without becoming a source of food. The foot-
and-mouth disease virus is highly contagious. However, even if
humans eat the meat of the animals contaminated by the foot-and-
mouth disease, there is no effect. However, this virus will cause the
meat quality to drop and the amount of milk to fall, thus causing
a problem in the growth of animals; this effect in turn leads to
its diminished market value. That is, because they were “market
animals,” they were slaughtered in large numbers and buried. Did
we as human beings make the utmost efforts in response to this
crisis? Questions linger.

Akihiro Inoue— Hawaiians and Christianity: An Ethnography
of Culture and Faith (18) Representations of Hawaiians

The “Noble Savage” is an idealized human model that
Westerners sought among people of unknown lands. Polynesia
of the late 18th century became a stage to cultivate such image.
However, missionaries viewed such people as “Ignoble Savage”
who incarnated heresy. While societies in Oceania began to
change drastically in the mid-19th century, influenced by Western
civilization, the new image of the “Dying Savage” took shape.
This discourse, that encounter with Western civilization was
a “Fatal Impact,” was maintained until the middle of the 20th
century.

With changes in the Westerner’s gaze, the image of the
rising people of Oceania also changes. The same can be said for
representations of the Hawaiian people. Hawaiians were rendered
as the “Indolent Natives” by the early 19th century Protestant
missionaries, and when a large influx of immigration began to
arrive, they were abandoned as the “Useless Hawaiians.” At the
end of the 19th century, when Hawaii was incorporated into the
United States, they were viewed as the “Self-depraving Hawaiians”
who were incapable of self-governance. Further, a representation
of Hawaiians as the “Friendly Natives” was constructed during the
dominance of American control. Currently, Hawaiians are in search
of a true identity that resists these Western discourses.

Juri Kaneko — Contemporary Gender Theories (12)
Rendering Visible the Housewife's Part-time Wor k

Part-time housewives (married women working part-time)
make up, in fact, the largest segment of non-fulltime employees,
but their working conditions have not been addressed until now.
Corporations have reaped profit by taking advantage of their
weakness as the ones responsible for maintaining the family, and
from the 1990s, the part-time housewife has been “standardized”
where they continue to receive low wages but work almost the
same number of hours as a fulltime employee. The part-time
housewives, exhausted after their work, are placed in demanding
situations in their family lives, and such conditions have led to a
slow demise of the Japanese society and family.

Mari Namba — Tenri and Sports (4) Tenri and Sports for the
Physically Disabled [3]

I will introduce two Tenri-related Paralympians who are ac-
tive in disseminating knowledge about the Paralympics and in
participating in the Paralympics as well as world championships.
Paralympics are held once every four years and is the “Parallel”
“Olympics” held at the same city at the Olympic site immediately
after it ends. Currently, there are twenty competitions in the sum-
mer event and five in the winter event.

Satoshi Fujimoto, a member of the Kunitomi Branch Church,
is a judo athlete with a hearing disability. He is a world-renowned
athlete who has won the gold medal at the 1996 Atlanta, 2000 Syd-
ney, and 2004 Athens Paralympics events while also winning the
silver medal at the Beijing Paralympics.

Aya Nakanishi is a top athlete competing in archery. She par-
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ticipated in the Athens Paralympics as a college student at Tenri
University, and for the Beijing Paralympics, she placed fourth
while working for the Tenri University.

Shigeru Noguchi — Religion, International Cooperation, NGO
(21) The History of Donate-a-M eal Peace M ovement [1]

Given that we face an assortment of global crisis such as pov-
erty, natural disasters, and wars that cannot be solved within the
framework of a nation, what role does religions, which have deeply
involved itself with the lives of people, have today? With this ques-
tion in mind, this series has focused upon religious NGO that had
its roots in religious groups and continue to base their activities
upon values and ethics drawn from religions. From Christianity, I
have looked at the Japan Overseas Christian Medical Cooperative
Service, and from Buddhism, I examined the Shanti Volunteer As-
sociation. From this issue, as an example from the new religions, I
will introduce a peace movement associated with the Rissho Kosei-
kai. Among the widespread peace activities of the Rissho Koseikai,
I want to focus upon the “Donate-a-Meal Movement,” which has
long sustained its international support activities and continues to
be active today after thirty years in existence.
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