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(from page 12)

his perspective as coach. I was able to ask questions that only
experience can provide, such as the role that coaches play beyond
the instruction itself.

Hideo Yamaguchi — A Dialogue Among Religions for World
Peace (21) The Catholic World: Pedophile Among the Clergy

It was disclosed in March of this year that children of the
Regensburg Cathedral choirs were victims of sexual abuse by their
teachers and high-ranking clergy from 1958 to 1973. This choir was
well-known as the “Regensburg Sparrows” and is the world’s oldest.

The current pope, Benedict XVI, announced that the church will
not take a tolerant attitude against those who committed the crime
as well as against those who protected them over the years; further
he called for an exhaustive probe for similar incidents from the
past to the present. Since then, one after another, similar incidents
have come into light. According to the report published in 2009,
there were a few hundred incidents of child abuse by the clergy in
Ireland, and seventy to eighty children were victims of child abuse
in Berlin. Further, there were sexual abuse cases in the Netherlands
and Austria as well.

In the Catholic religion, the clergy are unmarried. There are
some opinions that this life of celibacy triggered the crimes of child
abuse. However, the pope has argued that there is no connection
between the crimes and the institution of celibacy. These incidents
are regarded as a challenge for the clergy to regain their trust and
credibility.
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